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The Virus

• Novel virus – There is much that we don’t know



The Patients/Cases

• Symptomatic and Asymptomatic 

• Asymptomatic 
• Yes, They are contagious
• Suspected to be less contagious because they are not coughing or sneezing. 
• Singing is a risk factor for spreading



The Symptoms

• Fever
• Respiratory symptoms
• Body aches, Fatigue, Weakness
• Diarrhea
• Less expected

• Old people falling down, confusion
• Strokes
• Heart problems



The Children

• Far less impacted
• Out of 2204 NC deaths
• 1 child age 0-17
• 3 age 18 to 24 

• Out of 139,061 NC Cases



MIS-C
Multisystem Inflammatory Syndrome in Children

• Case definition
• <21 years old
• Lab evidence of inflammatory markers
• Severe illness requiring Hospitalization
• 2 or more organ systems involved.
• No other plausible diagnosis
• Positive covid test 
• Report to NC DPH CD Branch 919-733- 3419
• 15 cases in NC 



The Tests

• PCR- molecular, looking for viral RNA
• Slow (2 hours stat ED testing)
• Expensive 
• Sensitive and Specific 
• Lab capacity

• Antigen Testing 
• Point of Care (POC)
• 15 minute result
• Cheap 
• Far less sensitive than PCR

• Serology (Antibody testing)
• Sign of past infection or recent infection 10 to 14 days for antibody to develop
• CDC has not shown support for the value of serology testing 



The Numbers

• Worldwide 20.6 million cases
• USA 5.2 million case
• USA 25% of cases



How do we measure better or worse?

• USA cases



North Carolina



The North Carolina Numbers

• https://covid19.ncdhhs.gov/dashboard
• Cases by Date of Collection

https://covid19.ncdhhs.gov/dashboard


Duplin County Cases



The Hospital Numbers
Source: NC DHHS covid dashboard



Confusion on how to count currently  
Hospitalized
• Do we count currently contagious and burning PPE?
• Do we count currently hospitalized, suffering from the effects of covid

infection? 



Hospital Trends: Flu Region 1
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Hospitalized Patients with COVID-19

•Over the past week, the number of hospitalized patients 
increased in flu region 1, remained stable in regions 2, 3, 5 and 
7, and decreased in flu regions 4 and 6. 





We each have many stories to tell

And much to learn

Thank you for being on the team!
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